CREATE A
WORLD OF DIFFEREI

WITH A CAREER IN

ARCHITECTURE

When she’s sitting at her desk at
the Albuquerque District of the
Corps of Engineers, Maria Ugarte-
Shelton seems easy to please.
“Whatever is under construction is my
favorite project,” she says amiably when
asked about the favorite part of her job.
But put her in an actual construction site
and Maria becomes a stickler for details.
She notes every nook and cranny of her
design for a multi-million-dollar building.

“Before 1 came to the Corps,” recalls
Maria, “I spent four years working for
architectural firms in the private sector.
There I had no job security and not
many challenges. At the Corps, I can do
a lot with masonry and concrete — not
just wood and steel framing. Plus I can
use state-of-the-art technology and mate-
rials like the latest roofing and siding
materials.”

Most of Maria’s private-sector experi-
ence was in residential and light commer-
cial projects. Her Corps experience has
broadened to include the design of labo-
ratory facilities, vehicle maintenance com-
plexes, and child development centers.
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became a registered architect in
Mexico. In addition, she has atte
Corps training in paint inspection,
basic fire protection, tempest design
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